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A Cool and Wet Spring Persists; Causing Delays in Planting and Crop Development 

Field Crops 
Days suitable for fieldwork were 3.8.  Walla Walla County reported frequent winds made it difficult for farmers to 
complete required spraying but spring seeding in general was well underway.  Eastern Washington grain growing counties 
all reported cool conditions. This delayed emergence of spring cereal grain and hindered winter wheat development.  
Some counties reported the presence of snow, further delayed spring tillage.   

Fruits and Vegetables 
In the Yakima Valley, soft fruit trees were blooming in the warmer areas of the county. In the upper Yakima Valley, apple and 
cherry buds were swelling and open. Fruit growers throughout the county spent nearly every night the past week protecting fruit 
buds from freezing nighttime temperatures. Reports of bud loss were noted, primarily for soft fruit in the southeastern portion of 
the county.  

Livestock 
Range and pasture conditions were 1% very poor, 1% poor, 50% fair, and 48% good.  On the western side of the 
Cascades, Mason County reported the presence of Grass Tetney, affecting lactating beef cows.  Feed dealers were actively 
moving a lot of magnesium blocks to compensate for the mineral imbalance.  On the east side, winter pasture leases 
expired and cattle had been moved home for calving.  Ferry County reported hay was very short.  Ranchers were hoping 
for warmer temperatures to begin pasture growth.    

Days Suitable for Fieldwork 
Week Days 

This Week 
Last Week 

3.8 
2.8

 
Moisture and Supply 

Percent Item 
VS SH AD S 

Topsoil 
Topsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Subsoil 
Subsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Irrigation Water 
Irrigation Water 5 Yr Avg 
Hay & Roughage 

0 
1 
6 
9 
0 
2 

25 

2 
14 
17 
17 
0 
8 

17

63 
72 
70 
70 
93 
88 
58 

35 
13 
7 
4 
7 
2 
0

 VS=Very Short  SH=Short  AD=Adequate  S=Surplus 
  

Crop Progress 
Percent Completed 

Crop/Activity This 
Week 

Last 
Week 2007 5 Yr. 

Avg. 
Spring Wheat Planted 
Spring Wheat Emerged 
Barley Planted 
Barley Emerged 
Potatoes Planted 
Proc. Green Peas Planted 
Dry Peas Planted 

35 
10 
31 

5 
25 
25 
15 

21 
4 

11 
2 

10 
10 

9 

37 
9 

27 
3 

23 
27 
11 

49 
18 
32 
9 

25 
25 
11

 
Crop Condition* 

% Acreage Crop 
VP P F G EX 

Winter Wheat Dryland 
Winter Wheat Irrigated 

2 
0 

6 
0 

46 
3 

35 
76 

11 
21

 VP=Very Poor  P=Poor  F=Fair  G=Good  EX=Excellent 
 * Crop conditions are a measurement of the growing conditions 

and are not indicative of the quality of the crop produced.  

 

Washington State University 
Cooperative Extension Service 
Linda Fox 
Dean/Director, WSU Extension 

USDA 
Farm Service Agency 

Jack M. Silzel 
State Executive Director 

 
            USDA/NASS--Washington Field Office 

Dave Knopf – Director 
Alan Funk- Ag Statistician 

 



  

  

COUNTY COMMENTS 
 

Western 
 

Clark:  Cool and wet weather limited the amount of field 
work. Area Farmer's Markets opened this last weekend.    
 
Grays Harbor:  Agricultural producers were jubilant early in 
the week as sunny days, with no rain and seasonal 
temperatures convinced them that spring had arrived. Their 
exuberance was quickly diminished, however, as 
unseasonable cold wet weather returned. Many fields still had 
standing water due to the persistent rainfall. In general, 
producers were disgruntled by the increasing delay of field 
cultivation. Christmas tree growers took advantage of the 
days with no rain to apply both pre and post emergent 
herbicides. Once the rain returned they quickly shifted from 
killing weeds to fertilizing trees. Retail nurseries and garden 
stores continued to report disappointing sales of bedding 
plants due to the cold, wet weather. Home gardeners took 
advantage of the sunny days to mow the lawn and continued 
cleanup from the December storms. 
 
Grays Harbor/Lewis/Pacific:  The area experienced some 
sort of precipitation every day last week including rain, snow 
and hail. However there were a few sunny periods between 
the showers summoning up hope. Most farmers had not been 
getting out on the fields, but it should not be long before field 
work begins.  
 
Island/San Juan/Skagit:  Overall weather had been cooler 
and wetter than normal. This slowed the growing season for 
those crops planted in the fall. There were some reports of 
failed cabbage for seed. There were no reports of prevented 
planting of any particular crop at this time. 
 
Mason:  Cattle were affected by Grass Tetney; this is 
weather related, grazing condition. Magnesium blocks were 
quickly being sold by feed dealers. This was mostly a 
problem with lactating animals on pasture.    
 
Pacific:  The continued wet spring conditions limited field 
work. Cranberry and small fruit producers initiated weed 
control efforts, and completed dike and ditch maintenance. 
Oyster growers developed plans for managing a disease 
related seed shortage, and continued harvest operations. 
Pasture conditions improved, and Christmas tree growers 
initiated weed control and planting activities.    
 
Pierce/S. King:  Crop conditions remained the same. The 
drier weather allowed producers to work their fields. No 
unusual situations were reported. There were no reports of 
any crop damage due to a weather event.    
 

Skagit:  High temperatures for the week averaged 42 
degrees. There was half an inch of precipitation recorded at 
the WSU North West Research and Extension Center in West 
Mount Vernon. Daffodil fields were coming alive with the 
color of spring. Wheat farmers planted the most wheat ever 
seen in the county. The crop was looking well but there was 
still a long way to go until harvest in August. The 2008 
cabbage seed crop was in the process of getting staked so it 
will not fall over when it bolts and we have heavy winds this 
spring. The biggest issue on farmer’s minds for 2008 was the 
increases in input costs. This year fertilizer and fuel prices 
increased exponentially. The first field of the season was 
plowed the first week of March. Since then there had been 
too much rain and the tractors have remained idol.  
 
Snohomish/North King:  The area experienced showers and 
cool weather most of the week. There was frost several 
mornings. Wet soil slowed field work.  Apples, blueberries 
and cane fruits were leafing out. Pasture growth was slow. 
 
Thurston:  The area had sunny days, with no rain early in the 
week that provided nearly ideal conditions for agricultural 
producers to begin spring projects. Christmas tree growers 
took advantage of the dry days to apply both pre and post 
emergent herbicides. Blueberry growers applied fungicides. 
Turfgrass growers applied fertilizers and began harvesting 
established fields. Livestock producers were building 
temporary fences to section off pastures for grazing. Truck 
farmers complained that the cold, wet spring delayed produce 
available for opening day of the Olympia Farmer's Market. 
Home gardeners took advantage of the sunny days to mow 
the lawn and till the garden. Their enthusiasm was quickly 
dampened by the end of the week however as persistent rain 
showers returned and temperatures dropped.  
 
Whatcom:  Early in the week, the temperature dropped to 26 
degrees. Blueberry and raspberry growers were quite 
concerned about frost damage. Blueberry growers ran their 
fans and those without fans ran their sprinkler systems to coat 
the plants with ice for protection. Field work continued in 
drier areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

Central 
 

Benton:  Dryland soils were fairly dry. Cold weather delayed 
irrigation and growth in the irrigated crops. Field work 
progressed.    
 
Chelan/Douglas:  Some rain was received. Conditions were 
cool, with night temperatures cooler than normal causing 
concern for apricots which were in bloom. Cattle were still on 
full feed. Calving was winding down. Spring pastures were 
not yet ready for grazing due to the long winter and cool 
temperatures which caused little growth in early season 
grasses. Snow had melted off winter wheat acreage. In many 
fields, the wheat crop did not emerge along ridgelines due to 
low moisture last fall. 
 
Franklin:  The weather temperatures were rather cool and 
quite unusual.  
 
Franklin (2nd Report):  The traditional early county crops 
were planted a couple weeks ago and continued plantings 
through this week, including green peas, potatoes (including 
some processor acreage) and wheat. Fall wheat looked pretty 
good with some frost damage in low areas; particularly more 
pronounced in the dryland country. Alfalfa hay looked very 
good. The various orchard tree crops were in some stage of 
bloom and bud across the board. Minimal damage was 
reported last week from successive freeze in the evenings and 
mornings. Producers will be checking buds over the next 
couple of weeks to determine actual damage severity and 
thinning work needs. The weather was cold and windy 
several days especially at the end of the week. There was 
spotty precipitation that had little effect based on the winds 
that followed.   
 
Kittitas:  Temperatures continued to be cold. Spring was late 
with not much crop progress. Cheatgrass was greening up on 
south slopes and in warmer pockets.  Rangeland shrubs were 
just beginning to put leaves on. Timothy hay and winter 
wheat growth was expected to take off in the next couple 
weeks. 
 

Klickitat:  The Centerville to Goldendale valley area had two 
days of temperatures over 50 degrees, with mid to high 40's 
all other days; only one night kept above freezing. Dallesport 
and Maryhill area vineyards and orchards had considerably 
warmer temperature and were without significant risk of frost 
damage to stone fruit crops in bloom. Wind everyday has 
helped dry the soil so field cultivation and seeding was 
underway. Winter wheat appeared in good condition and 
fertilizers were applied this week. Some spring wheat was 
emerged. Winter pasture leases had expired at the end of 
March and cattle were moved home for calving. Local 
nurseries started up spring sales of fruit trees and landscape 
plants. 
 
Yakima:  The area average temperatures varied from 3 to 12 
degrees below normal, and the area received a trace of 
precipitation. Continued low temperatures caused growers to 
use frost control measures.    
 
Yakima (2nd Report):  Soft fruit trees were blooming in the 
warmer areas of the county. In the upper Yakima Valley, 
apple and cherry buds were swelling and open. Fruit growers 
throughout the county spent nearly every night the past week 
protecting fruit buds from freezing nighttime temperatures. 
Reports of bud loss were noted, primarily for soft fruit in the 
southeastern portion of the county. So far, bud loss had not 
impacted the overall crop size, but growers will be assessing 
the level of bud dieback this week. Cold weather also stymied 
grass shoot growth (nearly 2-3 week behind normal) in 
pastures complicating cattle grazing operations.  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

Eastern 
 
 

Adams:  Cold conditions persisted and slowed spring cereal 
emergence and winter wheat development.    
 
Asotin/Garfield:  Temperatures remained below normal. 
Crops and rangeland were slow in growth due to the cold. 
Spring planting and crop emergence was well behind normal.    
 
Ferry:  Temperatures were very cold and spring was late. 
Grass was very slow coming on. Hay was becoming very 
short. 
 
Lincoln:  Warmer weather would benefit spring cereal 
planting conditions and improve the winter wheat crop.   
 
Pend Oreille/Spokane:  The area had another week of 
moisture in the form of rain and snow. Temperatures were 
such that higher elevations were still receiving snow. 
Newport and Cusick still had approximately 2 feet of snow 
on the ground. Status of winter wheat had not changed. No 
field work was completed due to the current weather pattern.    
 

Stevens:  Temperatures were on the cool side and snow fell 
several times early in the week. Cattle producers were hoping 
for warmer temperatures to start pasture growth. Heavy 
winter snow accumulations delayed field work in some areas.    
 
Walla Walla:  Frequent winds continued to make it difficult 
for growers to complete required spraying. Cold evenings 
with temperatures in the mid 20s created concern for 
vineyards and orchards. Spring seeding was well underway.  
 
Walla Walla (2nd Report): Area temperatures were cool 
with scattered showers. Wheat crop looked good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

Weekly Weather Statistics 
Weather Summary 

Week Ending April 6 2008 
 
      AIR        GROWING DEGREE DAYS    LAST WEEK PRECIP      SEASON CUM PRECIP 
                  TEMPERATURE    -------------------    ----------------      ----------------- 
                  -----------     BASE-50F  BASE-60F   TOTAL               TOTAL         PCT 
STATION          LO  HI AVG DFN   TOT  DFN  TOT  DFN  INCHES    DFN DAYS  INCHES    DFN NORMAL DAYS 
-------          --  --  --  --   --- ----  --- ----   -----   ----  ---   -----   ----  ---   --- 
WEST 
Bellingham Intl  26  52  41  -6     0   -3    0   +0    0.21  -0.42    3   20.44  -6.90   75   131 
Everett          31  51  42  -6     0   -7    0   +0    0.33  -0.39    5   25.43  -1.91   93   134 
Hoquiam          30  53  44  -5     0   -7    0   +0    0.62  -0.64    5   47.46  -9.13   84   147 
Kelso            28  61  44  -4     0   -7    0   +0    0.31  -0.59    3   27.77  -9.18   75   103 
Olympia          23  59  41  -6     0   -1    0   +0    0.36  -0.54    4   38.30  -4.07   90   129 
Seattle-Tacoma   32  57  44  -4     0   -7    0   +0    0.32  -0.32    4   28.94  -1.46   95   124 
Shelton          25  57  41  -7     0   -7    0   +0    0.62  -0.55    4   51.18  -4.47   92   131 
Tacoma WA AP     26  57  41  -7     0   -7    0   +0    0.37  -0.37    3   27.56  -4.71   85   115 
Vancouver WA     26  62  45  -3     0   -7    0   +0    0.35  -0.38    5   30.52  -2.72   92   117 
  
CENTRAL 
Ellensburg       20  61  41  -4     0   -4    0   +0    0.01  -0.13    1    5.14  -1.63   76    52 
Omak AP          21  57  39  -4     0   +0    0   +0    0.02  -0.20    1    5.32  -4.24   56    46 
Stampede Pass    19  44  31  -2     0   +0    0   +0    0.58  -0.78    4   57.63  -9.94   85   138 
Wenatchee        26  57  43  -6     0  -11    0   +0    0.00  -0.14    0    3.80  -2.26   63    38 
Yakima AP        20  62  40  -8     0   -7    0   +0    0.00  -0.14    0    5.23  -0.83   86    46 
  
NORTHEAST 
Colville         23  55  39  -5     0   -6    0   +0    0.20  -0.15    4   12.19  -2.42   83    86 
Deer Park        13  50  33 -11     0   -3    0   +0    0.58  +0.23    4   15.81  +2.83  122   102 
Republic         21  55  38  -3     0   +0    0   +0    0.14  -0.14    2    8.49  -1.18   88    75 
Spokane AP       21  52  37  -7     0   -5    0   +0    0.38  +0.10    3   13.04  +1.51  113    90 
  
EAST CENTRAL 
Ephrata          23  59  41  -7     0  -10    0   +0    0.01  -0.13    1    3.72  -1.62   70    55 
Moses Lake       22  60  41  -7     0  -10    0   +0    0.05  -0.09    2    3.70  -1.64   69    51 
Quincy           25  61  43  -6     0   -9    0   +0    0.03  -0.11    2    5.66  -0.13   98    57 
Ritzville        23  56  36  -9     0   -5    0   +0    0.15  -0.06    1    7.82  -0.45   95    71 
  
SOUTHEAST 
Hanford          22  65  44  -8     0  -22    0   +0    0.00  -0.14    0    3.04  -1.98   61    37 
Pasco            21  66  45  -7     4  -16    0   +0    0.06  -0.08    1    5.23  -0.43   92    52 
Pullman          25  53  39  -4     0   -2    0   +0    0.07  -0.34    3   13.21  -2.10   86    88 
Walla Walla Rgn  27  63  44  -7     0  -15    0   +0    0.07  -0.35    2   10.22  -4.05   72    79 
Whitman Mission  22  66  41  -8     0  -13    0   +0    0.17  -0.11    3    8.96  -0.84   91    81 
  
WESTERN IDAHO PANHANDLE 
Lewiston ID      26  60  42  -7     0  -14    0   +0    0.01  -0.20    1    5.14  -2.36   69    67 
  

                                                                                                            
Summary based on NWS data. 
Season Cumulative Precip Starts: Friday September 1, 2007 
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals 
Period). 
NA = Data Unavailable 

                                                       
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. 
Precipitation Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or 
more. 
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. 
Copyright 2006:  AWIS, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 

 

National weather summary: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/waobr/weather/2007/summary/weth1606.pdf 
Washington Agricultural Statistics Service website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington 
E-mail: nass-wa@nass.usda.gov 
 
Free e-mail subscriptions are available via automated mailing list for National and State reports. You can subscribe to 
individual reports and they will be sent directly to your e-mail address soon after the official release time.  Subscribe at: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/sub-form.htm 
 


